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Dear Brethren,  
 

I wish everyone 

could have made it 

to our October 

Stated -- What a 

great meeting. We 

welcomed a large 

delegation of Ma-

sons from Dis-

trict’s 21 and 22, 

Most Worshipful 

Prince Hall Grand 

Lodge of Virginia, Free and Accepted Ma-

sons, Incorporated. RW Bob Simpson pre-

sented our Junior Warden, RW Bill Bond, 

with his Silver Card from the Committee on 

Work. And RW Jim Dickerson presented a 

most interesting program on the time-line of 

our lodge’s history. His talk was sprinkled 

with pop quizzes and lots of candy…Just 

what we needed☺  
 

In addition to our monthly meeting, the 

lodge has been busy with degree work and 

philanthropic efforts. Our degree teams con-

tinue to raise Master Masons. This is very 

important to the future of our lodge, and your 

support makes a difference. We’re also col-

lecting toys for the Marine Corps’ “Toys for 

Tots” campaign. Our first toys came in dur-

ing the October Stated, and we hope to col-

lect many more before December. RW Bond 

is leading this effort for our lodge. Please 

contact him at 434-985-6171 or 

wbond0051@gmail.com if you have ques-

tions or can make a donation.  
 

Brethren, I know many of our activities cen-

ter around our Stated meetings, but that’s not 

the only place masonry is taking place. If 

you’re interested in more, please consider 

participating in the following:  

 

 

The Winding Staircase – Brother Mark 

Chapman and his band of brothers meet at 

different homes for intense Masonic research 

discussion and fellowship.  
 

The Men’s Lunch – Brother Jim Dickerson 

organizes a monthly casual Men’s lunch with 

masons and non-masons alike to meet and 

enjoy a relaxed meal together. And the dis-

cussions range widely from Monday Night 

football to the most recent trends of the day.  
 

Lodge Visitation – Brother Andy Keller or-

ganizes a monthly visit to our sick and shut-

in brethren. These visits are very rewarding, 

for all involved. Please consider making at 

least one of these visits if you can.  
 

And as always, don’t hesitate to contact me 

or our Secretary if you need assistance: 

MGriffin@TGBLaw.com, 434-981-5428 

and Brother Mark Chapman, 

agw123@earthlink.net, 434-971-1332. Let’s 

keep “Spreading Masonic Light”.  
 

Fraternally, Bro. Mike Griffin, WM  

Veterans Day 2012 
 

The annual Veterans Day will be 

celebrated on Monday, 12 No-

vember 2012 at 11:00 a.m. and 

will be part of the Charlottesville 

250th year Anniversary Program 

and will be held at the Downtown 

Charlottesville Pavilion.  The 

speaker will be Governor Bob 

McDonnell. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://wsl.avenue.org/&sa=U&ei=oE5eTqatDMPAgQfDrNTtAQ&ved=0CBAQFjAA&sig2=brCW9qD6tPOlteAtjATo5Q&usg=AFQjCNGC2MlZ56vcB22xBgoVNi5w2jSB7g
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219163418696/


November Masonic Birthdays! 

Call a Brother and wish him a 

Happy Masonic Birthday. 

 
Thomas V. Anderson, 11/4/1974 

C. Victor Armstrong, 11/10/1971 

Henry Booth, 11/23/1959 

Mark H. Bryant, 11/19/1996 

Mark A. Chamberlain, 11/21/1995 

Gregory H. Faust, 11/12/1973 

Wayne W. Ferguson, 11/17/1978 

Eugene G. Flamm, 11/26/1975 

James O. Green, 11/27/1951 

George D. Hale, Jr., 11-28-1966 

Donald J. Lamb, 11/29/2000 

John M. Lane, 11/29/1976 

Harry A. McCauley, 11/27/1967 

Travis A. Moran, 11/20/2000 

James A. Nottingham, 11/15/1949 

M. Shane Parsons, 11/21/1994 

William T. Randolph, 11/28/2001 

Michael E. Roberts, 11/7/1977 

John P. Sylva, 11/20/2003 

Marine Corps Toys for Tots 
 

Each year the Marine Corp Toys for Tots program receives donations and new 

toys to provide children with the joy of Christmas cheer. The James Monroe 

Chapter, No. 549, National Sojourners, Inc. is pleased to have this program 

among the many programs that our chapter participates in during the year. We ask 

that each Mason join with us in adding to the Christmas joy for these children by 

bringing a new toy, not wrapped, to the November stated communication. Mem-

bers of our Chapter will be pleased to pick up these donations and deliver them to 

the Charlottesville Location of the Marine Toys for Tots program. 
 

Checks are always welcome.  Make your check payable to Toys for Tots and you 

can give them to Bro. Jeff Hodges or Bro. Bob Simpson. 
 

Brethren, these are difficult times for all of us, but a little child doesn’t understand 

the economy or its implications. Please assist us in this out-reach effort. 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

Jeffery E. Hodges, PGM 

President, James Monroe Chapter, No. 549 

National Sojourners, Inc., Charlottesville, Virginia 

The Bond Brothers, Graham (left) and Bill 

(right).  Brother Graham Bond delivered 

the Master Mason’s Lecture beautifully on 

October 10th, and RW Bill Bond presided 

in the east.  Brethren the Masonic Work 

nights are a time of fun and thoughtful 

reflection for all.  Please consider attend-

ing the Masonic Work nights and witness 

the candidates seeking light in Masonry.  

The degree teams do such a good job, 

come on out and witness it.  It is so im-

pressive when the sidelines are full. 

The WM recognized those with October Masonic Birthdays.  Pictured L-R: Mike 

Griffin; Richard Cook, 38 years; Donald Stoneburner, 63 years; Bob Simpson, 47 

years; Harry Walker, 9 years; and Mark Chapman, 5 years. 

RW Bill Bond, the lodge 

junior warden is pre-

sented with Silver Profi-

ciency Award.  He was 

examined and recom-

mended for the award by 

RW Bob Simpson, 

grand lodge committee 

on work.  Congratula-

tions and well done 

Brother Bond.  Who is 

next? 



“Responsibility for Lodge Attendance is one which should merit the earnest consideration of every brother. Attendance was the 

subject on one of  the charges of the Medieval Craft in which it was stated that “no Master or Fellow could be absent from the 

Lodge, especially when warned to appear, without incurring severe censure, unless it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure 

necessity hindered him.” Our present day system of Freemasonry does not have minimum attendance requirements, nor is there a 

penalty prescribed for absence. However, every Master Mason has a moral obligation to be loyal to the Lodge which gave him Ma-

sonic light and all the benefits which come with it.  This moral obligation should induce each brother to attend as regularly as possi-

ble and partake of the fellowship which is part and parcel of Freemasonry.” 
 

Grand Lodge of Virginia’s Mentors Manual 

Freemasonry and Membership 
 

Membership is the lifeblood of any organization and Freemasonry is not any different. It is time to cease talking and wringing our 

hands about declining membership. It is time to take positive action to provide eligible men the opportunity to see out the principles 

for which our craft stands.  Our members possess the manpower to exert beneficial influence throughout our society. That potential, 

however, is far from realized! 
 

The teachings of Freemasonry lie dormant in too many of our members.  We must begin to illustrate to those outside the walls of our 

lodges, that the lessons we possess are beneficial to society in general I ask every Mason who has knelt at our Masonic altar to rise 

daily with a consciousness of tasks confronting them and those about them, and by precept and example strive for that true brother-

hood of man under the fatherhood of God which we cherish so fervently.  Our ancient brethren saw a need to adapt to their environ-

ment after Euclid’s theory of geometry was rediscovered and published. This revealed the secrets that operative Masons had for con-

structing the large cathedrals of the day. They saw a complete change in their guilds as others now could build as they had. As the 

numbers of members in their guilds began to decline, the operative Masons accepted others into membership: men who had no con-

nection with the building trades and men who had an interest only in the moral principles taught and encouraged by the guilds. I 

wonder if the operative Masons had not taken that bold step, would Freemasonry exist today? 
 

As I believe our ancient brethren did, we must change our approach as well. In “The Craft and its Symbols,” Allen Roberts wrote, 

“the principles of Freemasonry are transmitted unimpaired, but the vehicle through which they are expressed changes as the years go 

on.”  
 

Membership is the responsibility of each of us. We all know good men who would be qualified for membership. We also need to 

concentrate on membership retention and provide, through good lodge leadership, programs for the diverse generations we have in 

our order. 
 

How important it is to make sure that all of our members and their families enjoy our Masonic heritage?  This issue is dedicated to 

the exploration of the initiation process and membership-related ideas. The membership development program, Pass It On, is a tre-

mendous opportunity for each of us to talk about and share Masonry with our families and friends. Let’s get to work! 
 

Fredrick L. Sorsabal, Senior Grand Warden, Grand Lodge of California 

Brother Barty L. Sorrells recently affiliated with Widow’s 

Sons’ Lodge.  He was made a Master Mason in North Caro-

lina.  He is employed by the Department of Defense.  Wel-

come Brother Sorrells to the Lodge of the Widow’s Son. 

Brother Simon Christopher Alexander (center) was Raised to the 

Sublime Degree on October 10th.  Pictured on left is RW Bill 

Bond his catechism coach.  Pictured right is Wor. Joseph Free-

man, Bro. Alexander’s uncle who traveled from Nevada to be 

present. 
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The WM receives and welcomes two officers from the Most 

Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted 

Masons.  Pictured left, RW William E. Brown, Grand Direc-

tor.  Pictured right, RW Harry Holtz, DDGM for the 21st 

and 22nd districts. 

MW Jeff Hodges, PGM 2009 

was received and welcomed. 


