
Coles 1880-81 

reetings Brethren! 

February is gone, and with it the 
goes the worst of winter.  I see 
vestiges of spring in the air and 
on the ground.   Our February 
stated was anything but cold and 
dreary.  We had a very good 
turnout and a warm welcome for 
Right Worshipful Peter Roland 
Thorsen, Jr., District Deputy 

Grand Master for the 18
th
 Masonic District, on his official 

visit to Widow's Sons' No. 60. – We also had a variety of 

distinguished guests including, but not limited to, Brother 
Reverend Dr. Jeffrey B. Spence, Development Officer for 
the Masonic Home of Virginia, Right Worshipful Lonnie 
E. Tuthill, now serving in the East at Piedmont Stella, 
and Worshipful Allan Anderson, nominee for DDGM in 
2015.  We also had in attendance our own Most Wor-
shipful Jeffrey E. Hodges, Grand Master of Masons in 
Virginia in 2009. – Right Worshipful Thorsen began his 
remarks with a presentation of the Seymore Jonas Levy 
Award to Brother Steven Fetcho for his work as Lodge 
Blood Coordinator.  Virginia Blood Services collected 
616 pints of blood at events sponsored by Widow's Sons' 
in 2012.  Brother Fetcho has indicated a need for assis-
tance in his work.  You do not need to be a medical spe-
cialist to help.  See me or Brother Fetcho for more infor-
mation. – Our DDGM remarks emphasized the Most 
Worshipful Louis Kerford Campbell's focus on youth de-
velopment, and asked we support and mentor our youth.  
He also asked for support for the Masonic Home, the 
Virginia Child ID program, Grand Lodge Scholarship and 
Relief funds as well as the Grand Lodge Library, Muse-
um and Historical Foundation.  Brother Pete praised our 
lodge's efforts in supporting our Masonic widows and 
sick, as well as our charities and our youth.  His remarks 
were well received, and he closed lodge in the ancient 
manner. – We retired to refreshments of chili and de-
serts, and were entertained by my spouse, violinist Pam 
Hill, during our meal. – In January, our Senior Steward, 
Peter-John Leone returned his Master Mason's cate-
chism in open lodge.  This month he received his profi-
ciency certificate from Grand Lodge and his Masonic 

Bible.  Congratulations, Brother Pete! – We also held a 
ballot and unanimously elected Brother John Thurman 
Lawson to membership in our lodge.  He now holds 
membership in both our lodge and in Lynnhaven Lodge 
No. 220, Virginia Beach.  He is so beloved by his mother 
lodge that his letter of recommendation stated that they 
would never permit him to demit!  Welcome Brother Law-
son!  I have a feeling we have gained an excellent broth-
er Mason. – Speaking of gaining brothers, we have 
some degree work coming up.  On March 13

th
, at 

6:30pm, we will confer the third degree on Brother Josh-
ua Aaron Stanton.  Please plan to attend and support 
our new brother.  I would also like to see some of you 
pick out a part to learn to help strengthen our degree 
teams.  We will also shortly have EA and FC degrees to 
confer.  Your help is needed for these degree teams as 
well.  Please contact me or our Senior Warden, Silver 
Certificate holder Bill Bond if interested.  In any case, 
come to the degree work. Our new brethren deserve a 
proper welcome into our fraternity.  Most of you remem-
ber who was at your raising.  They will too! – Our March 
stated meeting is on the third Monday, March 18

th
 at 

7:00pm.  Brother Christopher Allen Ruffin will return his 
Master Mason's catechism and we will vote on his profi-
ciency.  Brother Bill Bond will deliver an interesting pro-
gram on a Mason's unusual experience during World 
War I. If any of you wish to attend, but do not wish to 
drive, please let me know.  We will make arrangements 
to get you to lodge.   I look forward to seeing you all 
there!                  
 
Fraternally,   
 

Thomas Hill, Jr., Worshipful Master 

BY the WIDOW’S SONS’ LODGE NO. 60, Charlottesville, VA 

Visit:   Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Website      /      Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Facebook Page  

MARCH  2013  
Next Stated Communication: March 18 

Should any brother need assistance, please contact the WM  at tomhill302@comcast.net,  telephone: 434-465-9388 or our 
Lodge Secretary, Mark Chapman at agw123@earthlink.net, telephone:  434-971-1332 

 Light Fare     

We owe Our Steward Brother Peter-John Leone our 
thanks for the awesome refreshments served after last 
month’s Stated Communication. He informs us of his 
plans as follows:   
For the March stated we will be serving corned beef, 

cabbage, soda bread, fruit platter, followed by dessert to 

celebrate St Patrick day. As always,  we welcome sug-

gestions.  Kind regards Brother Peter  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://wsl.avenue.org/&sa=U&ei=oE5eTqatDMPAgQfDrNTtAQ&ved=0CBAQFjAA&sig2=brCW9qD6tPOlteAtjATo5Q&usg=AFQjCNGC2MlZ56vcB22xBgoVNi5w2jSB7g
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219163418696/
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The Grand Lodge’s Education Committee  
writes in its “Lodge Presentation Program Paper 2013” 

“…Just as our children learn more from our behav-
ior and actions than from our words, so do we as 
Candidates learn, both the good and the bad, from 
the Brethren in the Lodge we come in contact with 
as we progress through the degrees (and beyond, I 

might add – edit.). The candidates very quickly ob-
serve whether the lessons in the ritual are mir-
rored in the actions of the Brethren, and so it is 
important that we model the behaviors we are 
teaching…”.                                      

Feb. 18 Stated: Other Tidbits from the minutes rec-

orded by our Secretary, Brother Mark Chapman: 
 The petition of NICHOLAS BRAGG, vouched for by 

J.A. Pattison and B. L. McLane was read . 
 The passing of Bro. Seward Frederick Stonebrunner 

was reported and a prayer offered for in his memory 
and that of Bro. Waufle was offered by our Chaplain. 

 A letter from Bro. Eddie  T. Conner (Secretary, Reid 
James Simmons Academy of Masonic Leadership) 
was read, announcing the upcoming week-end 
course of that school from July 28 through 31 at Fork 
Union Military Academy. All parts of the ritual will be 
taught, including catechism, lectures and floor work 
of the three degrees. 

 

Whitted Area Ritual School,  
March 16th, 9:00 a.m. at Scottsville Lodge No. 45,  
for Lodges in the 17th and 18th Masonic Districts 

R. R. Kennedy Ritual School of Instruction,  
April 12th—13th at 9:00 a.m. at Lee Lodge No. 
209, in Waynesboro, VA.  

Chamber of  Reflection: According to Albert G. 
Mackey, “its employment is very appropriate, for, as 
Gaedicke well observes, “It is only in solitude that we 
can deeply reflect upon our present or future under-
takings, and blackness, darkness or solitariness is ev-
er a symbol of death.”  
Only when we shut out all noise, when we shut out the 
outside world’s clamor for our attention, only then can 
we hear our inner voice, the only one that truly repre-
sents our individual wishes and principles.    
 

“Following a teacher? Wear a 
blindfold—and open inner sight.”  

 How well do you know who How well do you know who 
theythey  are?are?  
 

The ORDER of the EASTERN STAR 
                                     

Shortly after becoming a Master Ma-
son in 1846, Dr. Rob Morris became interested in an 
idea that the female relatives of Master Masons 
should share in a measure the benefits from 
knowledge of this great fraternal Order and set forth to 
evolve an Order which would benefit both men and 
women. In 1850 he published the Rosary of the East-
ern Star.  By 1860 Dr Morris was conceded to be one 
of the most versatile and learned Masons of his day 
having passed through the chairs in the Blue Lodge, 
Royal Arch Chapter, Council, Commandery, Consisto-
ry and Grand Lodge. 
Queen Esther Chapter #14, OES, Charlottesville was 
instituted December 4, 1919 and meets in the Mason-
ic Building on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 
7:30pm.  We are in the process of changing this meet-
ing date to the 2nd Saturday at 10:00am in the hope 
that our members who do not drive at night will be 
able to attend.   
We extend an invitation for all Master Masons and 
their female relatives to consider joining our Order.  
You can obtain an application by calling our secretary, 
Pam Simpson, at 973-6494  

R-L: ; Rt. Wor. P.R. Thorsen, Jr. (District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, Distr.18);   Bro. S.E. Fetcho;   our WM, Wor. L.T. Hill, Jr.  

Our next Winding Staircase Circle takes place 
on March 23rd, 10 AM, at Bro. Maury King-

man’s house, 374 Shepherds Ridge Circle.Cville
 

Bro Carlos McReddie will  lead the discussion 
about Freemasonry as practiced in Argentina 
and in Rio Plata, Uruguay .   



From the Editors’ desk: 

 

Editors:  Hans-Ulrich Steiner at   h.u.steiner@gmail.com, Tel. 589 2468  and Pascal Bussière at   pytbussiere78@hotmail.com 

Seeking the Light  -  3:  an Entered Apprentice en-

counters Bro. James Anderson’s Spirit (1679 – 1739)  
James Anderson: There you are my brother. I was rather hop-
ing you’d stop by again! 
Entered Apprentice:  Our meetings have become something 
to look forward to, even if they always leave me a bit frustrat-
ed. 
JA: Good! Frustration is THE motivating factor in life, longer 
lasting than satisfaction. - So what is it that peaks your curios-
ity today? 
EA: The last time you seemed to speak of Wisdom as some-
thing I might wish to acquire. Why? 
JA: You are right to wonder, as I hadn’t expressed myself very 
clearly. Actually the pursuit of wisdom for the purpose of ele-
vating yourself is very unwise. “Wisdom” is not a goal in itself 
as you devote yourself to the deeper understanding of life 
and death, of Truth. In other words: There is no search for 
wisdom, only a search for Knowledge and Understanding, a 
search however that will invariably lead to a growing 
“enlightenment” and wisdom. 
EA: Knowledge? What kind of knowledge? And what is the 
meaning of the age old definition of Freemasonry as a 
“peculiar teaching system of morality, veiled in allegory and 
illustrated by symbols” ? 
JA: If you were one of the innumerable Masonic Candidates 
throughout the world who, on his way to being admitted, 
spent time in the “Chamber of Reflection”, you in fact already 
experienced Freemasonry’s first lesson: Intentionally isolated 
from all outside distraction and influences, you saw and 
heard nothing other than your own inner voice. Locked in a 
soundless, black little room, lit by a candle next to a reminder 
of Death, you likely would have begun to wonder about the 
”here and now” – about death, and about your aspirations as 

a Masonic Brother. As part of that first lesson, you might have 
learned why we demand of each other shutting out the out-
side world as we enter our Temple for any ritual, namely to 
eliminate the voice of the outer world that overpowers the 
one of our souls. 
EA:  And again I am back to my first question: What can I ex-
pect to find in my soul? 
JA: In your innermost soul resides all the knowledge of the 
wisest men; but this knowledge is hidden from you, covered 
as if by dust with the superficial and material concerns that 
dominate your daily life. 
EA: Are you implying that my innermost soul already knows 
all that I am hoping to learn, all about universal morality and 
about universal values? 
JA: That is exactly what I am implying. 
EA: But why then am I to be an apprentice who has every-
thing to learn from his Fellow Crafts’ and his Masters’ teach-
ings? 
JA: Because you must first experience yourself as knowing 

nothing. Only then will you become receptive to open-

minded learning. Your brethren and teachers are given the 

task to help you rediscover the untapped knowledge that is 

dormant under the mentioned inner dust. They do not intend 

to impose their own convictions on you. A true teacher helps 

you to pay attention to what in your heart you already know 

– but have a tendency to overlook.       HUSt 

  

“THE INTERNAL TEACHER IS BORN WITHIN 
YOU AND DOES NOT NEED TO BE SEEN. 
THE EXTERNAL TEACHER SHOWS UP TO RE-
MIND YOU OF THE INWARD PATH”.   

The CHAMBER OF REFLECTION is an ancient part of the admission ritual still practiced all over the world. 

Housed in a small black room lit by nothing but a candle, furnished variably with a human skull, an hour glass or 

other implements of great symbolic significance, a candidate brought in there to be left alone in absolute silence, 

in some lodges given paper and pen to write his last testament or what occupies his mind during this unique expe-

rience. Size, darkness and silence plus hints of death all convey a sense of entering the Earth, of lying in a grave, 

of dying in hopes of being born again from this womb to become a more thoughtful individual. At the same time 

death is presented as a quiet and restful state not to be feared. In some instances inscriptions on the black walls 

stir deep and heretofore avoided thoughts: “If mere curiosity brings you here, leave” – or ”From dust you were 

born, to dust you will end” – or ”V.I.T.R.I.O.L.” standing for the Latin “Visita Interiora Terrae Rectificando que In-

venies Occultum Lapidum” (“Visiting the interior of the Earth and purifying it, you will find the hidden stone”). Rep-

resenting the human candidate himself, the chamber reflects his emptiness and lack of knowledge, his need to 

find Light, to rethink his priorities in a life of expanded consciousness. It reminds of the Christian tradition that Je-

sus said: “He who is not born again, will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.   Carlos McReddie  and H.U. Steiner 
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Winding Staircase:        Winding Staircase:        The Widow’s Sons’ Study Group The Widow’s Sons’ Study Group   

Our February  discussion brings to mind the edict formulated  Our February  discussion brings to mind the edict formulated  
by Bros.  Donald. S. Aielli and Kirk Crady in 1997:by Bros.  Donald. S. Aielli and Kirk Crady in 1997:    

We do now assemble in search of Light in the Middle 
Chamber of Mind.  May our roughened ashlars be made 
smoother and purer of line, for our having worked here. 
We renew this work in harmony and support, never for-
getting that one lone ashlar doth not a temple make.  Let 
all contention, save that nobler kind, be therefore un-
known among us. All persons grasp new philosophical 
concepts differently.  Attitudes of intolerance render the 
mind impervious to the rays of truth which lie hidden 
within another's thoughts.  Let us therefore pledge 
to consider well the viewpoint being established by any 
individual, for indeed the Supreme Architect may have 
chose that very moment to whisper His wisdom. 
Let no brother call his evening useful,  and himself free 
from consequence, if he has either given or taken of-
fense. It is exceedingly difficult to retract a hasti-
ly expressed opinion, and all participants  
in the Winding Staircase should recognize the Law of 
Consequences to avoid serious  misunderstandings.  As 
harmony is our strength and support, we do therefore 
make this Edict of Tolerance.  

PLEASE SEND US YOUR THOUGHTS 
TO BE INCLUDED IN OUR JOURNAL !!!! 

March Masonic Birthdays: 
 
William F.  Baskerville  03/04/1985 
Richard L.  Bradley  03/25/1986 
Anthony Z.  Cole  03/31/1980 
Gregory J.  Cooley  03/04/1975 
Gregory J.  Cooley  03/04/1975 
William J.  Douglas  03/24/1976 
J.  Stevens Hall  03/25/1966 
Mark J.  Hall   03/22/1999 
Kerry L.  Harlow  03/23/1987 
John R. Healey  03/30/2005 
Walter A.  Hedzik  03/07/1977 
John L.  James  03/09/1965 
Christopher R. Kintner 03/30/2009 
Clifford N.  Miller  03/24/1969 
Bernard A.  Newcombe 03/18/1950 
Michael T.  Rose  03/26/1997 
Donald L.  Shelton  03/26/1951 
Bruce Thompson, Jr.  03/06/1954 
Bland M.  Wade  03/14/1960 


