
reetings Brethren! 

First of all, a sincere thank 
you to RW Bill Bond and 
the officer team and pro 
temps for conducting the 
August Stated.  It was good 
to know the Lodge was in 
such capable hands in my 
absence.   

I've been thinking about the change of 
seasons, from spring to summer, fall to winter.  
Many have noted the similarities shared by the 
changing of season and the stages of the life of 
man. Most focus on the inexorable march of time 
that ends in the death of a man, at the end of his 
time on earth, and in his hope of an afterlife filled 
with joy and peace. But what of the other stages?  
I see them playing out in my own household, as I 
have a grandson, a grown son, and wife and my-
self living under the same roof.  

In my grandson I see the embodiment of 
spring, he grows rapidly in strength and under-
standing and is soaking up and seeking new 
knowledge every minute of the day.  His enthusi-
asm and exuberance is a reminder to me to look 
for the wonder in the everyday world around us, 
and to take delight in being and interacting with 
the ones we love. 

My son is a young man, just getting a 

strong foothold in the world of work and life.  He 
has energy, he has persistence, he has vigor and 
he has an active mind that seeks to understand 
fully this world and how to make his mark on it.  
He reminds me that the world is an ever changing 
place, and that to keep asking questions and 
seeking one's own answers is the duty and right 
of every thinking adult. 

 I am entering fall.  A mature adult, I have 
been blessed with enough years to know that I 
have been given much in this world.  I have had a 
great relationship with my wife, and we have 
worked together to raise our children, and see 
them grow and succeed in taking their place in 
the world as productive human beings. Unfortu-
nately, I also find myself a little more hard-
headed, a little more set in my ways, and some-
times less willing to listen to new ideas. 

So what is the point of this ramble? I think 
we should all seek to keep each of the seasons 
with us, no matter which one we happen to occu-
py.  I want to keep the wonder and joy of spring, I 
want to keep questioning my own  assumptions 
regarding the world around me, and I want to re-
lax my rigidity, judge less and listen more.  Maybe 
then, as I approach the long path home, I will be 
able to reflect on a life well spent. 

 
 

Fraternally,  
 

   L. Thomas Hill, Jr., Worshipful Master 

BY the WIDOW’S SONS’ LODGE No. 60, Charlottesville, VA 

 

Visit:   Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Website      /      Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Facebook Page  

September 2013 
Next Stated Communication:  September  16, 7 PM 

Light Fare:  from our Steward,  Brother Peter-John Leone 

  
The Stewards are mourning the loss of Brother Chris Ruffin, who decamped to Northern VA to con-
tinue his studies. We wish him well and hope that he will return to our Lodge one day 
soon.  The Stewards would like to thank Brother Jim Dickerson for helping with refresh-
ments in August.   
As refreshments after our September Stated, we will be serving Hungarian goulash. 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://wsl.avenue.org/&sa=U&ei=oE5eTqatDMPAgQfDrNTtAQ&ved=0CBAQFjAA&sig2=brCW9qD6tPOlteAtjATo5Q&usg=AFQjCNGC2MlZ56vcB22xBgoVNi5w2jSB7g
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219163418696/


CONGRATULATIONS ON  

YOUR MASONIC BIRTHDAY! 
  

Stephen G. Brown    09/25/1995 
P. Douglas Cheape, Jr.  09/06/1955 
Ancel B. Davis, Jr.   09/20/1986 
James F. Dickerson   09/01/1995 
Craig M. Downing   09/01/1995 
William K. Fields   09/20/1986 

Lowell T. Hill, Jr.  
 09/02/2008 
 
John E. Hopkinson   09/02/1982 
Jason B. Keefer   09/16/2010 
Carlos E. B. McReddie  09/05/1984 
Philip H. Nelson, Jr.  09/27/1999 
Jason A. Pattison   09/16/2010 
Richard A. Rohm, Jr.  09/18/2002 
Michael Sheffield   09/12/1975 

If you need  any assistance, please contact the Worshipful Master, Tom Hill, Jr., at 
tomhill302@comcast.net,  telephone: 434-465-9388 or  our Lodge Secretary,  Mark  
Chapman at agw123@earthlink.net, telephone:  434-971-1332, or any of the officers !! 

OUR OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 2013 

 

WOR. MASTER L. Thomas “Tom” Hill, Jr.      465-9388 
SR. WARDEN William R. “Bill” Bond, III  982-4636 
JR. WARDEN Jason A. Pattison  989-4109 
TREASURER William F. “Bill” Baskerville 971-6763 
SECRETARY Mark S. Chapman  971-1332 
SR. DEACON Brian S. Weidman  974-6078 
JR. DEACON Timothy P. “Tim” O’Brien  466-2936 
CHAPLAIN Philip H. Nelson, Jr.  979-7351 
SR. STEWARD Peter-John Leone  823-2359 
JR. STEWARD Simon C. Alexander  202-0737 
MARSHAL Taliaferro C. “TC” Dickerson 972-2571 
TYLER Bobby Cameron, Jr.  295-2319 

 

In case you overlooked it in his address of last month: 
 

“...The answer, for myself, is to reach out to the men I have been acquainted 
with during my four plus years as a Mason.  Do you know a Mason that you have 
not seen or heard from in a while?  I encourage you to take positive action and reach 
out to that brother. Give him a call, chat with him, find out how he is and let him know 
you care. This way, I think, is how you make at least one good man better - by being 

a good friend…”                            - L. Thomas Hill, Jr., Worshipful Master 
 

What is yours? 

mailto:tomhill302@comcast.net
mailto:agw123@earthlink.net


At our Last Stated Communication: 

 60 year Masonic Veteran’s award: Bro. R. A. “Rob” Harrison, 
III, presented a 60 year Masonic Veteran’s award which included a 
60 year Masonic Veteran’s emblem lapel pin and a certificate from 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia A.F.& A.M to his father Bro. Bob Har-
rison, who was flanked by a committee composed of Bro. N. E. 
“Gene” Carpenter and Bro. J. F. Dickerson. Bro. Bob Harrison, Jr. 
was made a Master Mason on August 19, 1953, at Babcock 
Lodge No. 322 in Highland Springs, VA, and affiliated with Wid-
ow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60, Charlottesville, Virginia, on March, 19, 
1984. Bro. Bob Harrison is a Life Member in Perpetuity of WSL60 
and Babcock. Lodge No. 322 and a Honorary Member of WSL60. 
 
 First Program/ Speaker… Brother Baran Arin, a member of 
ORS Lodge No. 119, Istanbul, Turkey, presented his greetings to 
the brethren and showed slides on the Grand Lodge of Turkey 
and on his lodge in Istanbul.  He said that there are 220 Lodges in 
Turkey and about 15,000 Freemasons.  When they open lodge, 
there are 3 books on the altar: the Koran, Old Testament, and 
New Testament.  Their Lodge officers hold office for 2 years and 
they meet every other week.  Like American lodges, they are not 
permitted to speak of politics and religion in lodge.  Bro. Arin pre-
sented the Worshipful Master with a book on Istanbul and with a          
medallion from the Grand Lodge of Turkey.  
 

 Masonic Home of Virginia Presentations…  The Masonic 
Home Ambassador, Bro. R.G. Snodgrass presented two awards 
for financially supporting the Masonic Home.  Bro. W. F. Reinhold 
received the Master Craftsman Award and Bro. J. E. Hodges re-
ceived the Master Architecture Award for their contributions to the 
Masonic Home of Virginia.  

 

Announcements from our Secretary: 

 Hiram’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 of Charlottesville is conducting a “Bring a Friend” Night on Sept.  
30th at 6:30 PM at our Masonic Temple, where a friend can learn more about our Fraternity.  

 The Secretary received an email from the 2013 Boys and Girls Club of Charlottesville request-
ing volunteers to assist in 4 hour shifts with its 2013 Cycling Challenge on Sept. 15 th. Specific vol-
unteer shifts take place at the Old Trail Swim Club in Crozet. 

 .The Secretary summarized a Thank You letter received from the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank 
for our donation of 74 lb. of food to the food bank. 

 The Secretary, in response to a letter from the Miss Jobs Daughters, asked the Lodge to do-
nate a $25 ad in Pageant booklet.  

This seems a good time to alert you brethren to the fact that there exists a South California Re-
search Lodge, a group you may wish to join, as it sends out interesting monthly News Letters 
to its subscribers. Call our Secretary for details! 

THE  TRUE VALUE  OF  A  CHARITABLE ACT CANNOT BE   MEASURED BY 

A  DONOR’S REWARD,  BUT ONLY BY  ITS  EFFECT ON THE RECIPIENT  



From the Editors’ desks: 

 

 

Editors:  Hans-Ulrich Steiner at   h.u.steiner@gmail.com, Tel. 589 2468  and Pascal Bussière at   pytbussiere78@hotmail.com 

SEEKING THE LIGHT – 09 –  A LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

In its July issue, the News Letter of the South California Research Group published the reprint of an arti-
cle by Jeff Carlton from “Arizona Masonry” of the Grand Lodge of Arizona, dated April/May 2013, and 
entitled: Let there be Light 

Brother Carlton’s motivation for his article is based on the realization most readers will 
share with him, namely that most of our brethren are barely cognizant of the true moral 
and philosophical substance of Freemasonry or what underlies the very reason for the 
existence of contemporary Freemasonry. But while we agree that there is ample reason 
to be seriously concerned about this, we cannot agree with some of our author’s specific 
claims:  
 “It doesn’t take long for new Master Masons today to recognize that they have not gotten 
everything that they were looking for, and they ask where is the “Light”. Sounds reasona-
ble? – Let us read on: “Many of them will leave, and have left, their fraternity because 
they never were given an opportunity to receive that which they sought: Light…” – and – 
“Our craft is full of disillusioned and confused new Masons. Many…will leave and have 
left the fraternity because they never were given an opportunity to receive that which 
they sought: Light”.– The truth is much more worrisome: We miss any sign of dissatisfac-
tion with the substance of our Lodge’s activities. And I have certainly never heard anyone 

asking “where is the Light”. Brother Carlton’s claims wrongly presume that our brethren had an inkling of 
what “Light” they were lacking. Most of the few of us who do speak of “Light” belong to a tiny group  who 
meet monthly as the “The Winding Staircase” circle for philosophical and historical discussions and 
presentations. Rather than “many” or even “most”, this amounts to some seven brethren – out of a 
Lodge membership of two hundred and sixty members…But even these few won’t fully grasp what ex-
actly our author means with an un-“received Light”. 
Based on my personal understanding, I make a more far reaching claim, namely that most of our breth-
ren are hardly looking for anything of the  kind in our meetings or news letters. They are seeking and 
enjoying fellowship. Period. But even glibly speaking of “Light” doesn’t communicate anything specific 
and useful to anyone. So let’s see what we, who share with our author the notion that “Light” is a con-
cept central to Freemasonry, can draw from Brother Carlton’s article. Our author first off confuses us 
with his claim that there are three sets of different three “Great Lights”, each set specific for one of the 
three degrees, which would amount to nine Great Lights total. This is indeed foreign to me, and no-
where in the literature can I find any other than the three I am familiar with, i.e. the  Holy Book, the Com-
pass and the Square displayed on the altar.  
But, leaving this quandry aside, let us clarify the symbolic value of the term “Light” used to formulate our 
fundamental and life-long Masonic commitment to “Seek the Light”. And then let us compare our con-
clusions with a differently expressed fundamental commitment of Freemasonry as verbalized by Brother 
Carlton in his article, with which we whole-heartedly agree:  

“…Masonry makes good men better men…(and)…Freemasonry is a lifelong  commitment wherein a 

man can build a boundary of conduct for himself beyond which he will not let passions, prejudices or 
interest betray him”.  
“Light” is a term intricately associated with “seeing”. Popularly we speak of “seeing the light” when we 
reach an insight, an understanding. “Light” for us therefore isn’t something we can “give” anyone unless 
“his eyes are opened”, i.e. he is receptive to “see” something. But we cannot simply impart “revelations”. 
Preaching our tenets affects us as little as blindly reciting the different catechisms – or reading the Ten 
Commandments. Even correctly remembered verbal admonishments do not by themselves make us 
more virtuous.          (cont. next page) 

mailto:h.u.steiner@gmail.com
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THE YORK RITE OF FREEMASONRY IN VIRGINIA   

 

Published in 2002 by the THE GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF VIRGINIA, Revised and Edit-
ed by SK William F. Reinhold, Deputy Grand Commander, 2013 

 
 

          PART THREE: THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 
 

It will be seen from the Degrees and Orders enumerated that the York Rite of Freemasonry consists of twelve 
steps.  No explanation of the three degrees of Craft Masonry will be given. These are the fundamental founda-
tion of all other Masonry and need no further explanation other than that contained in the degrees themselves. 

 

THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 
A brief explanation of the meaning of these degrees is in order for the Mason who would seek 
more light via the pathway of initiation. 
 

1. Mark Master: This degree is an extended teaching of the degree of Fellow Craft, wherein is 
taught order, regularity and discipline.  The work of our hands and the thoughts of our minds 
should be good and true, so that the Great Overseer will see fit to approve our work. 
 

2. Past Master: While this is an honorary degree, every brother who would serve as a warden of a Symbolic 
Lodge is required to have it.  It has to do with presiding over a Lodge.  It is in the Capitular system because when 
the Royal Arch was a part of the Symbolic Lodge degrees, only those who had presided over a Lodge were eligi-
ble to receive the Royal Arch Degree.  Humility is one of its greatest teachings. 
 

3. Select Master: The history of this degree is connected with the commemoration of the deposit of an important 
treasure, said to have been planned by Hiram Abif, and has to do with a secret vault beneath the Temple. 
 

4. Royal Master: The legend of this degree occurred at the building of the Temple of Solomon, and after the 
death of the "builder." 
 

5. Most Excellent Master: This is purely an American degree.  It is practiced in no other country.  It deals with the 
dedication of the Great Temple by Solomon and reminds us that the glory of the Lord can not only fill His house 
of worship but that it can also illuminate the hearts and minds of men devoted to His service in the true spirit of 
sacrifice. 
 

6. Royal Arch: This degree, originally a part of the work of a Lodge, is built upon the theory that the ancient word 
which was lost, was found in the Royal Arch, and under most exalted and dignified surrounding.  It demonstrates 
most effectively, that there is no substitute for the genuine in any walk of life and that the discovery of the hidden 
meaning of this life and its mission are worth all of the effort and sacrifice in obtaining them. 

(cont. “Seeking the Light”) 

Only after opening our inner eye, of gaining “insight”, i.e increasingly appreciating their merits and use-
fulness, can we consciously choose to practice valuable virtues including honesty, true charity and the 
bridling of our passions. Freemasons “work” entails the effort to actively encourage ourselves and each 
other to “look inside”, to “light up” significant existential questions and answers affecting our lives. And 
this we refer to as “Seeking the Light”. Encouragement is of paramount importance if we hope to aban-
don old, familiar and comfortably established and self-serving ways of thinking and acting which lead to 
conflict. “Seeking the Light” entails actively “seeking” to see  ourselves in a more objectively critical light 
than we tend to on our own. The ensuing moral growth is the stated purpose and substance of Freema-
sonry, expressed through its globally accepted definition as “a system of morals, veiled in allegory and 
illustrated by symbols”.— We do promise to help each other become better men. Are we fulfilling this 
primary obligation? Are our Entered Apprentices, Fellow Craft or Master Masons 
given the opportunity to practice “insight” and treating our world with greater con-
sideration, in order to foster brotherhood by helping reduce conflicts or misunder-
standings? By our well-meant and even imposed discretion, aren’t we depriving 
our brethren of practicing self-criticism? Aren’t we discouraging and even prevent-
ing introspection and emotional growth by not obliging them to participate in our 
discussions and rituals, their unique opportunities to “seek the light?” Could it be 
the lack of such opportunities that our author has in the back of his mind when he 
hears the complaint of un-received “Light”!?      HUSt 
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Queen Esther Chapter #14, 
OES, Charlottesville  
will have their regular 
stated meeting on  
September 14th at 10:00 
am in the Masonic Tem-
ple, 3rd Floor. 

 

Queen Esther Chapter cordially ex-
tends an invitation to all Master Ma-
sons and their female relatives to join 
our Eastern Star Chapter.  For infor-
mation contact our Worthy Matron, Pat-
ty Kirk, at 973-3922  

Brother Mark S. Chapman requests members of Widow's Sons' Lodge No. 60 to join him in 
support of the Charlottesville WALK to End Alzheimer's on October 12, 2013. You can join his 
Team by registering on the website: www.CvilleWALKtoEndAlz.org  or by retyping :  http://
act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk/VA-CentralandWesternVirginia? 
team_id=83523&pg=team&fr_id=3755 . Please contact Brother Mark with any questions.  
Virtual walkers are also welcome to join our Masonic team. 

.    
AT OUR “WINDING 
STAIRCASE” MEETING 
10 AM, Saturday  SEP-
TEMBER 28TH at the 
home of our Secretary  
Brother Mark Chapman, 
22 Pine Crest Drive, Troy, 
Tel. 434 227 6702.  (call for 

directions!). We will be dis-
cussing Brother Carl-
ton’s article “Let there be 

Light” and its review in this issue of HJ. In 
preparation you may  wish to request a  copy 
of  Carlton’s  article from our Secretary. 

http://www.cvillewalktoendalz.org/
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk/VA-CentralandWesternVirginia?team_id=83523&pg=team&fr_id=3755
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